of posture on the "reference range" for serum proteins and calciums.
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To the Editor:
It has been standard procedure in our laboratory to verify normal reference ranges each time when methods were introduced or revised, and to compare these ranges with those cited in the literature. The blood bank provided us with a sample from the donors, which was taken for hemoglobinometry either before they assumed a semi-supine position or within 5 mm after they had settled down on the donor couch. In either instance, the sample was obtained before a donation.
Our findings demdnstrated that universally accepted normal reference ranges, including our own, may be inconsistent with the population-i.e., a supine patient population-one wants to study. With our described protocol for the student group, we have shown that posture at the time of sampling can have a significant effect on the reference group and that this protocol describes a reasonable approach for the evaluation of a posture-dependent normal reference range.
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